Abstract Four simple multiple-choice questions about tuberculosis (TB) were posted on a non-medical internet site for a 2-month period. Atotal of 564 responses were received. Sixty-two were excluded as individuals had made multiple attempts atthe questions. Sixty-¢ve per cent of responses were from North America,14?5% from Europe and12% from Australia and New Zealand, with only a small number of responses from Africa, the Indian subcontinent and South America.Of the respondents 49?5% correctly answered that cough is the commonest symptom of TB, 45% knew that TB was transmitted mainly by air-borne droplets, 37?8% knew that TB was caused by a bacterium.Only19?5% knew that the most important risk factor for developingTB was HIV infection and only 4% answered all questions correctly. This survey suggests that knowledge abouttuberculosisislimited in computer-literate individuals throughoutthe world.r2001
INTRODUCTION
Tuberculosis (TB) is a disease that has a major impact on a global scale. It is estimated that one in every three people alive is infected with Mycobacterium tuberculosis and it causes two million deaths annually. In 1993 the World Health Authority declared tuberculosis to be a global emergency. Over recent years, the internet has developed into a means of rapid communication between distant individuals. In this study we sought to use the internet as a means of investigating public knowledge regardingTB throughout the world.
This study aimed to assess public knowledge about TB using an internet-based questionnaire.
METHODS
Four multiple-choice questions about tuberculosis were incorporated into a personality questionnaire on a nonmedical web site at: www. teamtechnoIogy.co.uk. This site would not have been found using the terms 'tuberculosis' or 'TB' in a search engine. Visitors to the site were told that their responses would be anonymous and may be used for the purpose of medical research.
RESULTS
A total of 564 responses were received over a 2-month period. Sixty-two were excluded as individuals had made multiple attempts at the questionnaire. Thirty-¢ve per cent of respondents were male, 47% female and sex was not recorded by18%. Mean (SD) age was 33?4 (11?4) years. Most responses came from North and Central America (65%), with 14?5% from Europe, 12% from Australia and New Zealand, 3% from Asia, 1% from South America and 0?5% from Africa. In 4% the source of the response was unknown.
Replies to the questions are outlined inTable 1. Four per cent of respondents answered all questions correctly.
DISCUSSION
In this survey we have found that a majority of respondents did not know the answer to four simple questions about tuberculosis. It has previously been shown that low levels of knowledge exist in newly diagnosed patients with TB in Malaysia (1), in high-risk populations (2,3) and in some healthcare workers (4, 5) . Not surprisingly, given that we used the internet as a platform for this study, the overwhelming majority of replies were received from more wealthy countries where the incidence of tuberculosis is much lower than in Africa and the Asian subcontinent. One could argue that a high level of knowledge about the features of tuberculosis would not be expected in such a population. We do however, ¢nd the results of this survey salutatory given the global impact of the disease and the fact that by de¢-nition each respondent was relatively well educated as they were able to use the internet via a computer. We found it particularly surprising that so few people recognized the link between HIV infection and tuberculosis.
Although this survey is brief and con¢ned to a speci¢c population, it suggests that knowledge about tuberculosis is poor in computer-literate individuals in relatively wealthy continents such as the North America and Europe. The use of the internet as a potential research tool is also highlighted. 
